
 

Power of Hope to Change the World 
Bible Glossary: People & Places 
Thessaloniki (Thessalonica) 
Sermon Reference 

Paul's missionary journey and the establishment of the church in Thessaloniki, as men;oned in 
Acts 17. 

Background Context 

Thessaloniki, historically also known as Thessalonica, was a significant city in the Roman province 
of Macedonia during the first century AD. Founded around 315 BC by King Cassander of Macedon, 
it was named aNer his wife Thessalonike, who was the half-sister of Alexander the Great. 
Thessaloniki’s posi;on on the Via Egna;a, the Roman road that connected the eastern and 
western parts of the empire, made it a bustling hub for trade, poli;cs, and culture. This strategic 
loca;on contributed to the city's growth both economically and in terms of popula;on. 

The Apostle Paul visited Thessaloniki on his second missionary journey, as recorded in Acts 17:1-
9. He arrived in the city aNer being persecuted in Philippi. Paul and his companions, Silas and 
Timothy, went to the synagogue to preach to the Jews and God-fearing Greeks, resul;ng in many 
conversions. However, this success also s;rred up opposi;on from some in the Jewish community, 
leading to a violent response that forced Paul to leave the city. Despite the briefness of his visit—
reportedly three weeks—his ministry had a las;ng impact, leading to the establishment of a strong 
Chris;an community. The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, which are part of the 
New Testament, were wriZen by Paul to the believers in Thessaloniki. T 

hese leZers provide valuable insights into the early Chris;an community's beliefs, challenges, and 
the establishment of doctrinal founda;ons, such as eschatological teachings concerning the return 
of Christ. The epistles also address prac;cal and ethical living, pastoral care, and Chris;an hope. 
Thessaloniki remained an important urban center in the following centuries, eventually becoming 
part of the Byzan;ne Empire. The city's Chris;an legacy con;nued to shape its iden;ty, with 
numerous churches and monasteries established in the region. Today, Thessaloniki is Greece's 
second-largest city, a modern metropolis that s;ll echoes its rich biblical and historical past. 

Importance in the Bible 

Thessaloniki was significant in the spread of Chris;anity; the church founded by Paul played a key 
role in the expansion of the Gospel in Europe. Moreover, the leZers to this church are part of the 
Holy Scripture, offering teachings on perseverance, living in faith, hope, and love, and the 
an;cipa;on of Christ's return. 
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Apostle Paul 
Sermon Reference 

Paul's missionary work, as the one who brought the Gospel and the message of hope to 
Thessaloniki and the greater Macedonian region. 

Background Context 

Paul, originally named Saul of Tarsus, was a Pharisee and a Roman ci;zen by birth. Known for his 
ini;al persecu;on of Chris;ans, his life took a drama;c turn aNer encountering the risen Christ on 
the road to Damascus. This pivotal event led to his conversion and subsequent adop;on of the 
name Paul. Paul's background in Jewish theology and his Roman ci;zenship provided him unique 
opportuni;es to bridge cultural divides and effec;vely communicate the Gospel to both Jewish 
and Gen;le audiences. Paul's missionary journeys, as detailed in the Acts of the Apostles, took 
him throughout the Roman Empire, where he founded several churches and nurtured the early 
Chris;an communi;es through his leZers, many of which are canonical epistles in the New 
Testament.  

His theological insights and doctrinal clarifica;ons have significantly shaped Chris;an doctrine and 
prac;ce.The apostle's contribu;on to Chris;anity cannot be overstated. His leZers ar;culated key 
doctrines regarding salva;on by faith, the nature of the church, the role of the Holy Spirit, and the 
an;cipa;on of the return of Christ. Paul's teachings on love, redemp;on, and grace are 
founda;onal to Chris;an ethics and con;nue to inspire believers across the world. Paul faced 
immense hardships, including imprisonments, bea;ngs, and shipwrecks, yet his dedica;on to the 
proclama;on of the Gospel never wavered. His life exemplified the transforma;ve power of God's 
grace and the relentless pursuit of God's calling. Paul's legacy endures through the centuries, and 
his theological contribu;ons and missionary zeal con;nue to influence Chris;an thought and 
evangelis;c efforts today. 

Importance in the Bible 

Paul is one of the most influen;al figures in Chris;anity, responsible for much of the New 
Testament's content. His missionary strategies, theological insights, and pastoral care profoundly 
impacted the early church and set the trajectory for Chris;an outreach and teaching. 

Macedonia 
Sermon Reference 

The region where Paul saw a vision at Troas and was called to help, leading to his missionary work 
in ci;es like Philippi and Thessaloniki. 

Background Context 

Macedonia, in the ;me of the New Testament, was a Roman province located in the northern 
Greek peninsula. Historical Macedonia was a kingdom that rose to prominence under the rule of 
King Philip II and his son, Alexander the Great. However, by the first century, it had been subsumed 
into the Roman Empire. The region held significant military and economic importance due to its 
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strategic loca;on, serving as a land bridge between Asia and Europe and containing por;ons of 
the Via Egna;a, the Roman road facilita;ng travel and commerce.  

In the New Testament narra;ve, Macedonia is notable for Paul's missionary ac;vi;es, which 
occurred following a vision he received while in Troas—a port city in Asia Minor. In this vision, a 
Macedonian man pleaded with Paul, 'Come over to Macedonia and help us' (Acts 16:9), promp;ng 
Paul to conclude that God had called them to preach the Gospel there. This led to the founding of 
churches in key Macedonian ci;es, including Philippi, Thessaloniki, and Berea.Paul's work in 
Macedonia laid the groundwork for the spread of Chris;anity into Europe. The Philippian jailer's 
conversion and the subsequent establishment of the church in Philippi set a paZern for Paul's 
engagement with Gen;le believers and demonstrated the inclusive nature of the Gospel message. 
The churches in Macedonia are also noted for their generosity, as evidenced by their contribu;ons 
to aid fellow believers in Jerusalem during a ;me of famine.  

The province of Macedonia remained significant throughout the early Chris;an era, playing host 
to important councils and providing leaders in the early church. The legacy of Paul's ministry in 
Macedonia is reflected in the enduring presence of Chris;anity in the region and its influence on 
European Christendom. Today, Macedonia holds a place of historical and spiritual significance as 
the site of the early church's expansion beyond its Jewish roots. 

Importance in the Bible 

The Macedonian call was crucial in direc;ng Paul's missionary efforts to Europe, leading to the 
spread of Chris;anity in the Western world. The generous spirit of the Macedonian churches 
served as an example of Chris;an charity and unity. 

Jason 
Sermon Reference 

The individual believed to have hosted Paul and Silas in Thessaloniki and faced persecu;on. 

Background Context 

Jason is men;oned in the book of Acts as a resident of Thessaloniki who played a significant role 
during Paul and Silas's visit to the city. As a member of the local Jewish community, Jason provided 
hospitality to the apostles, offering them a place to stay as they preached the Gospel. This act of 
kindness towards Paul and Silas, however, brought him into direct conflict with some of his fellow 
Jews, who were resistant to the apostles' message and feared the impact of Chris;anity on their 
tradi;ons and influence.  

The opposi;on to Paul's teachings culminated in an angry mob, which sought to confront the 
apostles. Upon failing to find Paul and Silas, the mob instead seized Jason and some other 
believers, dragging them before the city officials. They accused Jason of harboring individuals who 
were causing unrest and 'turning the world upside down' (Acts 17:6). This phrase became 
metaphorical for the transforma;ve power of the Gospel message and its ability to challenge the 
prevailing social and religious orders.  
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Jason's encounter with the civil authori;es was fraught with danger, as the agitated crowd 
demanded punishment. However, the city officials released Jason and the others aNer receiving 
some form of surety—an indica;on of Jason's respected status in the community and possibly a 
testament to his integrity. Despite the personal risk, Jason's support for Paul and Silas was 
instrumental in enabling their mission in Thessaloniki and demonstrated the early Chris;an virtue 
of solidarity and sacrifice for the sake of the faith. While the details of Jason's life beyond this 
incident remain unknown, his brief appearance in the narra;ve of Acts symbolizes the courage 
and commitment of early Chris;an converts. Their willingness to receive the apostles, support 
their work, and face persecu;on reflects the powerful impact of the Gospel on individuals and 
communi;es. Jason stands as a representa;ve of the many unnamed believers whose 
contribu;ons were founda;onal to the growth and establishment of the early Chris;an church. 

Importance in the Bible 

Jason's hospitality and courage in the face of persecu;on highlight the importance of suppor;ng 
Chris;an ministry and standing firm in faith despite opposi;on. His story embodies the spirit of 
fellowship and bravery that characterized the early Chris;an communi;es. 
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