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Sermon Synopsis

This episode of World Impact, titled “The Power of Hope to Change the World,” explores the
enduring message of hope first proclaimed by the Apostle Paul in the ancient city of
Thessaloniki. Against the vibrant backdrop of this historic crossroads of culture and empire, Dr.
Billy Wilson recounts how Paul responded to the Macedonian call recorded in Acts 16 and 17,
bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to a region hungry for truth. Though Paul’s preaching
incited opposition and even riots, his message of Christ’s hope ignited a movement so
transformative that opponents accused the believers of “turning the world upside down” (Acts
17:6). The episode presents Thessaloniki not just as a place in history, but as a living symbol of
how hope in Christ reshapes lives and societies across generations.

Drawing on both Scripture and contemporary insight, Dr. Wilson explores how hope is not
merely a feeling but a powerful spiritual and psychological force. Referencing the American
Psychiatric Association’s research on hope and its measurable impact on mental health, he
connects this modern understanding to biblical truth—hope as a divine catalyst that
strengthens the mind, lifts the heart, and propels believers toward purpose. Just as Paul’s
message gave courage to the early church, hope continues to inspire endurance and
transformation today.

The sermon develops three key dimensions of hope’s influence in the believer’s life. First, hope
comforts—it steadies the soul amid hardship, as Paul affirmed in 1 Thessalonians 1:3. Second,
hope purifies—it shapes character and integrity, urging believers toward holiness in
anticipation of Christ’s return (1 John 3:2-3). Third, hope strengthens—it empowers
perseverance, inspiring steadfast faith and action (Hebrews 10:23). Through these lenses, hope
is presented not as passive optimism but as active faith that prepares hearts for the Lord’s
coming and mobilizes the Church for global mission.



Concluding with a vision of the Spirit-empowered Church, Dr. Wilson connects Paul’s message
of hope to the remarkable growth of Christianity around the world. What began with a few
believers in Jerusalem and later at Azusa Street has become a vast, Spirit-filled movement
spanning every nation. The same Spirit of hope that transformed Thessaloniki continues to
inspire believers to bring the light of Christ into the darkest corners of the world. The episode
ends with an invitation for all to receive this living hope—Christ Himself—who enables His
followers to bring renewal, healing, and joy to a world still longing for transformation.

Sermon Highlights

e The Apostle Paul's message of hope in Jesus Christ is not only a promise of eternal life but
also an invitation to experience a life transformed here and now. Paul's evangelistic
efforts in Thessalonica demonstrate the enduring power of the Gospel to change lives and
societies, offering an imperative for believers to continue spreading this message of hope
to a world in desperate need.

e Hope is a potent force that enables endurance, providing the strength to persist through
trials and challenges. It is a divine encouragement that sustains believers, as evidenced
by Paul's ministry. Endurance inspired by hope is reflective of a steadfast trust in our Lord
Jesus Christ, as noted in 1 Thessalonians 1:3.

e The hope in Jesus Christ offers comfort and has a purifying effect on believers' lives,
compelling them to live righteously in anticipation of His return. It was this hope that
comforted the early believers in Thessalonica regarding the resurrection and future
reunion with Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18), and continues to purify and prepare
Christians for His coming.

o Hope empowers believers to be agents of change in the world. Just as Paul's ministry in
Thessalonica had a ripple effect throughout history, believers today are called to share
the hope of the Gospel, impacting the world and contributing to the growth and spread
of Christianity, especially the Spirit-Empowered Movement.

e Believers are urged to grasp the power of hope in their personal lives and to transmit that
hope to others. This hope is rooted in the certainty of Jesus Christ's second coming and is
vital to living with purpose and overcoming the darkness of despair. Christians are called
to be world changers, living out their faith and sharing the hope found in Christ with a
world in dire need.

Scripture Verses
Acts 17:6

But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before the city
officials, shouting: 'These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here,’

1 Thessalonians 1:3

We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



Hebrews 10:23
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 11:27

By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is
invisible.

Romans 8:24-25

For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they
already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so
that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in
him. According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself
will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will
be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

1 John 3:2-3

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But
we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Romans 15:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.

Hebrews 11:23-24

By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no
ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he had grown
up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.
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Quotes

e "Hope, it's more than a mental idea or abstract thought, more than a fleeting emotion."
- Dr. Billy Wilson

e "Everything that is done in the world is done by hope." - Martin Luther

e "Aperson can live a lifetime without sex, possibly 75 days without food, 10 days without
water, and 6 minutes without oxygen, but it is impossible to live very long without hope."
- Billy Graham

e "You are not here merely to make a living. You're here in order to enable the world to live
more amply, with greater vision, with a finer spirit of hope and achievement. You are here
to enrich the world, and you impoverish yourself if you forget the errand." - Woodrow
Wilson

e "Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is Faithful." - Dr.
Billy Wilson referring to Hebrews 10:23
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Bible Study
Objectives

e Tounderstand the transformative power of hope through the Gospel as demonstrated by
Apostle Paul in Thessaloniki.

e Toinspire believers to be dispensers of hope in a world filled with despair.

e To equip believers with biblical truths that establish hope as a fundamental Christian
virtue.

e To provide actionable steps for Christians to manifest hope in their daily lives and thereby
change the world.

Reading and Reflections

o Read Acts 17 to reflect on Paul's ministry in Thessaloniki and the impact of his message of
hope.

o Reflect on 1 Thessalonians 1:3 and Hebrews 10:23 to understand how hope manifests
through endurance in the faith.

e Ponder on First Thessalonians chapter 4:13-18, recognizing how hope in Jesus' return
brings comfort in times of loss.

e Meditate on 1 John 3:2-3, which reveals the purifying power of hope on believers
anticipating Christ's appearance.

Key Observations

e Hope is not a mere emotion but a vital force that sustains believers through trials and
tribulations.

e The presence of hope in a believer's life can lead to positive outcomes, even when faced
with desperate circumstances.

e Hope has a profound effect on an individual's physical, mental, and spiritual well-being.

e The message of hope, centered on Jesus Christ's resurrection and the promise of His
return, has historically turned communities and even entire cities towards God.

Personal Reflections

e Consider how the message of hope has personally impacted your life and sustained you
during difficult moments.

o Reflect on instances where you have had the opportunity to offer hope to others and the
outcomes of those moments.

e Contemplate how you can better proclaim hope through your daily interactions and
relationships.

o Identify areas in your life where you need renewed hope and seek God's guidance for a
fresh outpouring of His Spirit.
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Lessons for Daily Life

e Hope in Christ is a stabilizing force that enables us to face uncertainties with confidence.

e The practice of holding onto hope is a testament to our faith in God's faithfulness and His
promises.

e Living out hope can inspire and uplift those around us who may be struggling with despair
or doubt.

e The endurance inspired by hope is not passive but actively involves seeking God's will and
purpose in every circumstance.

Practical Applications

e Engage in daily prayer and Bible study to reinforce your own hope and share it with
others.

o Seek out opportunities to offer words of encouragement and support to those
experiencing hardships.

e Join or start a small group dedicated to understanding and spreading the message of hope
found in the Gospel.

e Participate in community service and outreach programs that address the needs of those
searching for hope.

Challenges for the Week

e Write down three ways you can share the hope of Christ with someone this week and act
on them.

e Spend time each day reflecting on the hope of Jesus' return and share this blessed
assurance with a friend.

e List areas in your community where hope seems to be lacking and develop a plan to bring
the light of Christ to these places.

e Memorize and meditate on a scripture that speaks of hope each day of the week.

Further Study

e Dive deeper into the life and missionary journeys of Apostle Paul to understand the
context and impact of his hope-filled message.

e Study other biblical characters who demonstrated enduring hope against all odds, such
as Joseph, Daniel, and Esther.

e Examine modern-day examples of individuals and organizations that have brought hope
to dark places through the Gospel.

e Explore theological works on eschatology to better understand the hope of Christ's
second coming.
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Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the unshakeable hope found in our Lord Jesus Christ. Fill us
anew with the Holy Spirit, that we might overflow with hope in every circumstance. May Your
enduring love embolden us to share the Gospel with a world in need. Empower us to bring
comfort, encouragement, and Your purifying light to our spheres of influence. As we trust in Your
promises and await the glorious return of our Savior, help us to hold fast to hope and spur us on
to love and good deeds that glorify Your name. Amen.
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1

Scripture Verse

Acts 17:6 - 'These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.'

Reflection

Prayer

In the bustling city of Thessaloniki, Paul's message of hope in Christ Jesus resonated powerfully,
so much so that it was said they 'turned the world upside down.' This was no small feat; it was a
divine disturbance of the status quo, a heavenly upheaval of the entrenched norms. Imagine the
scene: the Apostle Paul, with scars from his obedience to Christ, stands firm, delivering a message
that would echo through millennia. His hope was not in the temporary, but in the eternal King and
His kingdom. In our lives today, we are faced with challenges, trials, and the mundane. Yet, like
Paul, we are called to be carriers of this transformative hope. The hope that stems from our risen
Lord is not a passive wish but an active force that propels us to engage with the world in a way
that brings the kingdom of God to bear on every situation. As you go about your day, consider the
areas of your life that need the touch of God's hope. Reflect on the power of the Gospel to change
not just your circumstances but the very fabric of society. Let the message of hope in Christ guide
your actions and interactions. Remember, you too are called to turn the world upside down,
starting with your own heart.

Heavenly Father, thank You for the hope found in Jesus Christ, which empowers me to face each
day with courage and purpose. May Your Spirit guide me to be an agent of change, turning the
world upside down for Your glory. Amen.
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Day 2

Scripture Verse

1 Thessalonians 1:3 - 'We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your
labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.'

Reflection

The church in Thessalonica was marked by a faith that worked, a love that labored, and an
endurance inspired by hope. These are not passive qualities but active, dynamic attributes that
define a life lived in Christ. Reflect on your own journey with the Lord. Is your faith producing
works that reflect God's character? Is your labor for the Lord prompted by a love that surpasses
understanding? And is your endurance in trials, temptations, and tribulations inspired by the hope
of Jesus Christ? In your workplace, your home, and your community, let your life be a testament
to the transformative power of hope. When you feel weary, remember that your endurance is not
in vain; it is a beacon of hope to a watching world. As you work and labor today, do so with the
knowledge that your efforts are seen by God and are a sweet aroma to Him. Let the hope of our
Lord Jesus Christ be the source of your strength and the reason for your perseverance.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, may my life be a testament to the enduring hope that You provide. Let my faith produce
good works, my love prompt labor, and my endurance be inspired by the hope found in You. Amen.
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Day 3

Scripture Verse

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 - 'Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those
who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we
believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who
have fallen asleep in him.'

Reflection

Prayer

In the face of loss and the sting of death, we, as believers, are not left to grieve as those without
hope. Our hope is anchored in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Reflect today on the
reality of the resurrection and its implications for your life and the lives of your loved ones. This
hope is not merely for the life to come but invigorates us to live fully for Christ in the present. As
you encounter people who are grieving, be a vessel of the hope that you carry. Your words and
actions can bring comfort and a reminder of the eternal perspective that we hold. In times of loss,
let the hope of the resurrection be the bedrock of your comfort, and let it drive you to live a life
that honors those who have gone before us in faith. The resurrection hope is a powerful force that
propels us to live with purpose and passion, knowing that our labor in the Lord is not in vain.

Gracious God, thank You for the hope of the resurrection which comforts us in grief and guides us
in life. May | carry this hope as a torch that lights the way for others in their darkest moments.
Amen.
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