
 

Progress Through Pain 
Bible Glossary: People & Places 
Philippi 
Sermon Reference 

Philippi is the city where Paul and Silas were imprisoned and where they converted the jailer. 

Background Context 

Philippi, a significant city in eastern Macedonia, was founded by King Philip II, the father of 
Alexander the Great. Its locaGon on the EgnaGan Way, a major trade and military route, 
contributed to its prominence in the region. By the Gme of Paul's visit, Philippi was a Roman colony 
with significant strategic and economic value. As a Roman colony, its ciGzens enjoyed privileges 
such as exempGon from certain taxes and the right to legal Roman ciGzenship. The city's 
populaGon was diverse, including Romans, Greeks, and other groups, and featured various 
religious pracGces. The Book of Acts (Acts 16:12-40) records Paul's visit to Philippi during his 
second missionary journey. This visit was prompted by a vision Paul had in Troas, where a man 
from Macedonia appealed for help. In Philippi, Paul and his companions met Lydia, a seller of 
purple cloth, who became the first European convert to ChrisGanity. Later, Paul and Silas found 
themselves in conflict with local authoriGes aXer delivering a slave girl from a spirit of divinaGon. 
Their acGons antagonized the girl's owners, leading to Paul and Silas being beaten and imprisoned 
for disrupGng the city's peace and economic stability.  

While in prison, Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God. An earthquake occurred, opening 
the prison doors and loosening the chains of the inmates. This event led to the conversion of the 
jailer and his household aXer he witnessed their faith and God's power. Paul's suffering and the 
resultant miracle had significant spiritual repercussions in the city, as the church in Philippi began 
to grow, later becoming one of the earliest ChrisGan communiGes in Europe. AXer leaving Philippi, 
Paul maintained communicaGon with the believers there, as evidenced by the Epistle to the 
Philippians. His le\er reflects the strong bond and affecGon between Paul and the Philippian 
church. Paul's teachings to the Philippians emphasize joy, humility, and unity amidst suffering and 
persecuGon, encouraging them to persevere and live lives worthy of the Gospel of Christ. 

Importance in the Bible 

Philippi is notable as the site of the Apostle Paul's first European convert, Lydia, and the miraculous 
events surrounding his imprisonment. It symbolizes the spread of ChrisGanity into Europe and the 
power of faith in the midst of adversity. Paul's engagement with the Philippian church also 
demonstrates a model for ChrisGan leadership and fellowship, encompassing themes of joy, 
perseverance, and unity that resonate throughout Christendom. 
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Lydia 
Sermon Reference 

Lydia was a seller of purple cloth in the city of Philippi and the first European convert to ChrisGanity 
aXer Paul's vision in Troas. 

Background Context 

Lydia was a notable woman from ThyaGra, a city known for its dyeing industry, who se\led in 
Philippi. Her trade in purple cloth indicates a level of wealth and status, as purple dye was an 
expensive commodity, oXen associated with nobility and royalty. Lydia's posiGon as a dealer in 
such luxury goods suggests she was a businesswoman of considerable means and possibly a head 
of her household. This, combined with her portrayal as a worshiper of God, aligns her with a group 
of genGle God-fearers—genGles who admired Jewish beliefs and pracGces while not fully 
converGng to Judaism.  

The encounter between Paul and Lydia is found in Acts 16:14-15. Paul, guided to a riverside place 
of prayer, preached the Gospel to Lydia and other women gathered there. The Lord opened her 
heart to respond to Paul's message, and she and her household were bapGzed, demonstraGng the 
immediate transformaGve power of the Gospel. Lydia then extended an invitaGon of hospitality to 
Paul and his companions, insisGng they stay at her home, which likely provided a base for further 
ministry in Philippi during Paul's stay.  

Lydia's conversion and her subsequent support of Paul's mission were significant for several 
reasons. She was the first convert in Europe, marking the beginning of the spread of ChrisGanity 
on the conGnent. AddiGonally, her role as a benefactor to Paul highlights the contribuGons of 
women in the early Church. Her household's conversion also indicates that her influence extended 
to others in her sphere, se`ng a precedent for the familial spread of the ChrisGan faith. AXer her 
conversion, Lydia likely played an integral role in the establishment and growth of the Philippian 
church. Her home may have served as a meeGng place for believers, reflecGng the early church's 
pracGce of gathering in homes for worship and fellowship. While the biblical narraGve does not 
provide further details about Lydia's life, her impact on the expansion of ChrisGanity and her 
demonstraGon of discipleship and hospitality have secured her prominence in Church history. 

Importance in the Bible 

Lydia's conversion marked a pivotal moment in the expansion of ChrisGanity and the incepGon of 
the church in Philippi. Her story emphasizes the Gospel's reach across social, cultural, and 
economic boundaries. Lydia's acGons, reflecGng faith and hospitality, serve as an enduring 
example for ChrisGans on the supporGng roles of women in the church and the significance of 
using one's resources for the Kingdom of God. 
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Apostle Paul 
Sermon Reference 

Paul, formerly known as Saul of Tarsus, is a pivotal figure in the New Testament who spread the 
Gospel to the GenGles and authored numerous Epistles. 

Background Context 

Born as Saul of Tarsus, Paul was a Pharisee and iniGally a fierce persecutor of ChrisGans. His 
encounter with the risen Christ on the road to Damascus radically transformed his life, leading him 
to become one of ChrisGanity's most influenGal apostles. Paul's Roman ciGzenship and Jewish 
heritage equipped him uniquely to bridge cultural and religious gaps, propagaGng the Gospel 
across the Roman Empire. His theological insights, pastoral care, and missionary journeys were 
instrumental in shaping the early church and forging its idenGty in a predominantly pagan world. 

Paul's missionary endeavors are chronicled in the Book of Acts and further illuminated by his 
Epistles. He embarked on mulGple missionary journeys throughout the Mediterranean, 
establishing churches and nurturing the faith of new converts. His le\ers address doctrinal issues, 
moral living, church governance, and other concerns perGnent to nascent ChrisGan communiGes. 
His wriGngs lay the foundaGons for much of ChrisGan theology and have been pivotal in the 
development of ChrisGan doctrine over the centuries. The Apostle Paul faced considerable 
adversiGes, including beaGngs, imprisonment, and eventual martyrdom, without wavering in his 
commitment to Christ's mandate. His resilience and ability to find joy and purpose in suffering 
have provided a model for ChrisGan endurance and discipleship. His experiences are a testament 
to God's transformaGve power and the importance of perseverance in the face of trials as a central 
tenet of the ChrisGan faith.  

By the Gme Paul wrote to the Philippians, he was imprisoned in Rome, facing the possibility of 
execuGon. Despite his circumstances, his Epistle to the Philippians radiates joy and 
encouragement, underscoring themes of unity, humility, and steadfastness in the faith. His lasGng 
contribuGons to ChrisGanity extend far beyond the early church, as his teachings conGnue to 
influence ChrisGan thought, worship, and pracGce in profound ways. 

Importance in the Bible 

Paul's life and ministry are of tremendous significance in the biblical narraGve and ChrisGan 
history. His theological arGculaGons have profoundly shaped ChrisGan beliefs regarding salvaGon, 
the nature of the church, and the role of grace and faith. His example of radical transformaGon 
and unwavering dedicaGon to the Gospel mission serves as an inspiraGon for evangelism, pastoral 
care, and ChrisGan living across the ages. 
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