
 

Conquering Conflict 
Bible Glossary: People & Places 
Ephesus 
Sermon Reference 

The ancient city of Ephesus is the backdrop for the sermon, discussing how the Apostle Paul 
managed conflict and opposi?on during his ministry. 

Background Context 

Ephesus was a jewel of the ancient world, an opulent city located in what is now modern-day 
Turkey. As a crucial port city, it connected trade routes across the Mediterranean and Asia, 
establishing it as a nexus for cultural exchange, wealth, and knowledge. Its popula?on at its zenith 
was comparable to that of Alexandria in Egypt, numbering in the hundreds of thousands. The city 
was adorned with feats of architecture and engineering such as the Temple of Artemis, lauded as 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, and the Library of Celsus, esteemed for its vast 
collec?on of scrolls and its grandeur.  

The Chris?an significance of Ephesus is anchored in its deep apostolic heritage. It is renowned as 
a primary loca?on of the Apostle Paul’s missionary work. He spent considerable ?me in the city, 
elucidated in the book of Acts, enduring severe opposi?on due to the cultural and economic 
implica?ons of the new faith system he propagated. The Temple of Artemis, a monumental edifice 
to the goddess, was central to the city's iden?ty and economy; it also represented a spiritual 
stronghold against which Paul contended. Ephesus subsequently became a focal point for the 
spread of Chris?anity within Asia Minor. It hosted one of the early Chris?an communi?es and 
received direct epistolary instruc?on from Paul in the form of the Epistle to the Ephesians. This 
leRer not only addressed spiritual and doctrinal maRers but also offered guidance on living a 
Chris?an life amid the conflicts inherent in a predominantly pagan society.  

Throughout its history, Ephesus stands as a testament to the transforma?ve power of the Gospel, 
evidenced by the growth and enduring legacy of the Ephesian church. Ephesus's contribu?ons to 
the broader Chris?an narra?ve are manifold. The Apostle John is believed to have resided in 
Ephesus towards the end of his life, and according to tradi?on, the Virgin Mary may have spent 
her last days nearby. The city's Chris?an community was one of the seven churches addressed in 
the book of Revela?on, affirming its importance in the early Chris?an movement. The annual 
fes?val of Artemis, a prominent event in the city, underscores the prominence of idol worship 
faced by the new Chris?an faith. As a result, Ephesus became a baRleground for the fight between 
the emerging Chris?an doctrine and entrenched pagan tradi?ons. 
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Importance in the Bible 

Ephesus was a center for early Chris?an evangelism and theology, and where the inhabitants faced 
the tension of adop?ng a new faith amidst a predominantly pagan culture. The city is crucial for 
understanding the early church's external conflicts with pagan prac?ces and its internal struggles 
with defining orthodox beliefs. Ephesians, as a book of the Bible, provides profound insights into 
the Chris?an iden?ty, spiritual warfare, and God's plan for the Church, making it an invaluable 
resource for understanding the prac?cal outworking of the Chris?an life in an oXen hos?le world. 

Demetrius 
Sermon Reference 

Demetrius is men?oned as a key figure in the conflict faced by the Apostle Paul in Ephesus, being 
a silversmith who profited from the trade associated with the Temple of Artemis. 

Background Context 

Demetrius was a silversmith in Ephesus whose livelihood thrived on the craXing and selling of 
silver shrines dedicated to the goddess Artemis. These shrines were not only of religious 
importance but also significant economic commodi?es, given the influx of pilgrims and devotees 
to the Temple of Artemis. Demetrius held considerable influence within the community of 
craXspeople whose economic stability was tethered to the prosperity of this pagan trade. 

The introduc?on of Chris?anity to Ephesus through the missionary efforts of Paul, proposing a 
monotheis?c and iconoclas?c faith system, posed a direct threat to the economic and cultural 
ecosystem Demetrius represented. Recognizing the poten?al decline of his business and the 
associated craXs, Demetrius rallied other ar?sans and ins?gated upheaval against Paul and his 
associates. This culminated in a large-scale conflict, illustra?ve of the tension between the nascent 
Chris?an movement and established pagan religious prac?ces. Demetrius's agita?on led to a 
significant confronta?on, as recounted in Acts 19, where he incites a riot alleging that Paul's 
preaching discredited the temple and the goddess Artemis, whom all of Asia and the world 
worshiped. The ensuing commo?on encapsulates the acute economic and socioreligious 
ramifica?ons the spread of Chris?anity had within polytheis?c socie?es of the ?me.  

In historical context, Demetrius serves as a tangible example of resistance to change, emblema?c 
of those whose temporal interests are challenged by the promulga?on of spiritual truth.  

Importance in the Bible 

Demetrius is significant in the biblical narra?ve as a personifica?on of the societal and economic 
opposi?on to the transforma?ve message of Chris?anity. His reac?on to the Apostle Paul’s 
teachings exemplifies the inevitable clash between Chris?anity and entrenched pagan cultures. In 
the broader narra?ve of the New Testament, the story of Demetrius and the riot he incited in 
Ephesus illustrates the in?mate connec?on between religious belief and economic interests and 
how the truth of the Gospel threatens systems based on idolatry and material gain. 
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