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Sermon Synopsis

In the heart of ancient Ephesus, Apostle Paul's enduring legacy as a world changer is revisited in
the stirring sermon titled 'Called to be a Change Agent in the World.' The message, delivered
amidst the ruins of Ephesus, serves as a call for modern believers to embrace their God-given
mandate to effect real, tangible transformation on Earth. The preacher expounds on Acts chapter
19, drawing parallels between Paul's transformative ministry in Asia Minor and the potential
impact of contemporary Christians. The sermon is a potent reminder that the journey to heaven
does not preclude believers from their earthly mission to enact divine change.

The preacher weaves historical context with spiritual exhortation, illustrating how Paul's life in
Ephesus exemplifies the quintessential change agent. Through a narrative that is both vivid and
instructive, the sermon highlights the importance of living a life marked by humility and service,
teaching the unadulterated gospel, and wielding the power of the Holy Spirit. The preacher
emphasizes that Paul's time in Ephesus was not without opposition; the very fabric of the city's
economy and idolatrous practices were disrupted, leading to a dramatic clash between the
gospel and the entrenched interests of the Artemis cult.

The sermon delves into the dramatic account of the riot in Ephesus, a testament to the profound
impact of Paul's ministry. The preacher draws attention to the spiritual warfare that underpinned
the conflict, pointing out that Paul's struggle was not against flesh and blood but against spiritual
forces. This perspective is offered as a vital lesson for believers today, encouraging them to
discern the true nature of their battles and to stand firm in their identity and authority in Christ.
The preacher calls upon the audience to adopt Paul's strategies to become effective change
agents in their own communities and the wider world.

Interwoven with the sermon are testimonials and insights from the modern port city of Kusadasi
and the historical significance of Ephesus as a vibrant hub of commerce and spirituality. The



preacher underscores the continuity of faith from the days of Paul to the present, urging believers
to draw inspiration from the past to forge a future marked by spiritual fervor and godly influence.
The message is a powerful synthesis of biblical teaching, historical reflection, and practical
application, designed to ignite a passion for transformational living among Christians.

In conclusion, the sermon serves as a rallying cry for believers to rise above the transient concerns
of this world and to engage in the higher calling of shaping history for God's glory. With the
ancient ruins of Ephesus as a backdrop, the preacher affirms that just as Paul was a vessel for
divine change in his time, so too are Christians today empowered to leave an indelible mark on
the world. The message concludes with an invitation for viewers to connect, share their stories,
and seek prayerful support, reinforcing the communal aspect of the Christian journey and the
shared mission to be change agents for the Kingdom of God.

Sermon Highlights

o As followers of Christ, we are called to be change agents in the world, impacting our
environment with the transformative power of the Gospel, just as the Apostle Paul did in
Ephesus.

e We ought to live the right kind of life, reflecting the fruits of the Spirit, such as humility,
love, joy, and peace, which will inherently influence and transform the world around us.

e |t is imperative to teach the right thing; the pure, unadulterated gospel of Jesus Christ
needs to be proclaimed boldly, for it has the power to change hearts and minds, igniting
a widespread revival as in the days of Paul in Ephesus.

e Possessing the right power through the infilling of the Holy Spirit is crucial for being an
effective change agent; like Paul, we are called to demonstrate the Kingdom of God not
just in words but in the power of divine miracles and authority over darkness.

e Our battle as Christians is not against flesh and blood but against spiritual forces;
identifying the right foe allows us to engage in spiritual warfare properly, fighting for the
Kingdom rather than being entangled in earthly disputes.

Scripture Verses
Acts 19:8-10

Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about
the kingdom of God. But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly
maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in
the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This went on for two years so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived
in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.

Acts 20:18-19

When they arrived, he said to them: 'You know how | lived the whole time | was with you, from
the first day | came into the province of Asia. | served the Lord with great humility and with tears,
although | was severely tested by the plots of my Jewish opponents.'
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John 17:14-16

'l have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any
more than | am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you
protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as | am not of it.’

Acts 19:11-12

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had
touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.

Acts 19:17-20

When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear,
and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. Many of those who believed now came
and openly confessed what they had done. A number who had practiced sorcery brought their
scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total
came to 50,000 drachmas. In this way, the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.

Ephesians 6:12

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Acts 20:18-19

Therefore, | declare to you today that | am innocent of the blood of any of you. For | have not
hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.

Quotes

e "Christians are supposed not merely to endure change, nor even to profit by it, but to
cause it. We are to be change agents, causes of change in the world." - Dr. Billy Wilson

e "We are the Bibles the world is reading. We are the creeds the world is needing. We are
the sermons the world is heeding." - Billy Graham

e "Our citizenship is in heaven. We are not meant to be like this world... We are here only
for a season as pilgrims and strangers to make a difference for Jesus." - Dr. Billy Wilson

e "If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did the most for the present
world are precisely those who thought the most of the next." - Dr. Billy Wilson
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Bible Study
Objectives

e To understand the elements that made Apostle Paul a world changer and apply them to
our lives

e Torecognize our identity and authority in Christ to effect change in our world

e To live a life that radiates the fruit of the Spirit as a testament to Christ's transformative
power

e To engage with the world not as mere residents but as ambassadors of the Kingdom of
God

Reading and Reflections

e Read Acts 19 to understand the impact of Paul's ministry in Ephesus

o Reflect on Ephesians 6:12 to comprehend the true nature of our spiritual battle

e Consider Acts 20:18-19 as a model for how to conduct oneself in ministry and life
e Meditate on John 17, where Jesus emphasizes that we are not of this world

Key Observations

e Paul'sintegrity and humility were foundational to his ministry

e Teaching the unadulterated gospel is critical for societal transformation

e Extraordinary miracles accompanied Paul's ministry, attesting to the power of God
e Real change incites opposition, as seen by the riot in the Ephesian amphitheater

Personal Reflections

e How does my life reflect the fruits of the Spirit in my daily walk?

e In what ways am | teaching or spreading the gospel in my community?

e Have | been engaging in battles against flesh and blood instead of the spiritual forces?
e Dol acknowledge the power of the Holy Spirit in my life and ministry?

Lessons for Daily Life
o Adopt a lifestyle of humility and servitude that mirrors the life of Christ
e Prioritize the teaching and sharing of the gospel in daily conversations

e Be aware of spiritual battles and equip oneself with the full armor of God
e Recognize the authority in Christ to perform works that further His kingdom
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Practical Applications

e Begin each day by seeking the presence of the Holy Spirit to guide your actions

o Create opportunities to share your faith with others in a loving and respectful manner
e Join a Bible study group to deepen understanding and application of the Word

o Participate in community service as an expression of Christ's love to others

Challenges for the Week

e |dentify an area in your life where you can demonstrate humility and make a change

e Share your testimony with at least one person this week

e Commit to a daily time of prayer focusing on spiritual warfare and seeking God's guidance
e Research alocal ministry or charity to support or volunteer with

Further Study

e Study the Book of Acts to understand the early church's growth and challenges

e Read a biography of a modern change agent in the Christian faith for inspiration

e Explore the historical background of Ephesus to gain a deeper understanding of Paul's
context

e Delve into the fruits of the Spirit as described in Galatians 5:22-23

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You in reverence of Your power and majesty. Lord, as we seek
to be change agents in this world, we ask for the Holy Spirit to equip us with humility, integrity,
and the boldness of the Apostle Paul. May our lives be a living testament to Your transformative
love. Grant us the wisdom to teach Your Word rightly, the discernment to fight the spiritual
battles before us, and the courage to stand firm in the face of opposition. Let us walk in the
authority You've given us to bring light to our communities and glory to Your name. In Jesus'
mighty and powerful name, we pray, Amen.
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Daily Devotionals
Day 1 - Living the Right Life

Scripture Verse

Acts 20:18-19 - 'When they arrived, he said to them: ‘You know how | lived the whole time | was
with you, from the first day | came into the province of Asia. | served the Lord with great humility
and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents.'

Reflection

Prayer

Reflection: In the bustling streets of life, amidst the cacophony of daily routines and the clatter of
worldly ambitions, the example of Apostle Paul stands as a beacon of humility and servitude.
Consider a day in your life, where trials and tribulations shadow every step, yet within you, the
Spirit of God stirs a calmness. Imagine, as Paul did, serving with tears, not of sorrow, but of passion
for the Lord's work, even when faced with severe testing. In the workplace, where competition
and self-promotion are the currencies of success, to serve with humility is to swim against the
current. Yet, it is in this counter-cultural stance that we shine the brightest. Reflect on the times
when choosing patience over anger, forgiveness over grudge, and kindness over indifference made
a difference in someone's life. Your life, as a believer, is a living sermon, a testament to the
transformative power of Christ's love and grace. Embrace the day with a heart willing to serve,
eyes ready to see the need, and hands prepared to reach out. For in living the right life, we pave
the way for change, not just within us, but in the world around us.

Heavenly Father, grant me the strength to live a life that reflects Your love and humility. Help me
to serve You with a heart full of joy and a spirit willing to endure trials for the sake of Your glory.
Amen.
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Day 2 - Teaching the Right Thing

Scripture Verse

Acts 19:8-10 - 'Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing
persuasively about the kingdom of God. But some of them became obstinate; they refused to
believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had
discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This went on for two years, so that all the Jews
and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.'

Reflection

Prayer

Reflection: In the vast expanse of ideologies and philosophies that fill our world, the Gospel stands
unchanged, its truth as piercing as ever. Apostle Paul, amidst the intellectual and cultural hub of
Ephesus, boldly proclaimed the kingdom of God. He was met with resistance, yet he persisted, for
the truth he carried was the lifeline to salvation. In our lives, we are surrounded by voices that
clamor for our attention, each offering their version of 'truth.' But, as followers of Christ, we are
called to teach the right thing — the Gospel. It is not a message of condemnation but of hope, not
of bondage but of freedom. Reflect on the conversations you engage in, the teachings you impart
to your children, and the advice you offer to friends. Are they aligned with the truth of the Gospel?
As you navigate through the complexities of life, let your words be seasoned with grace and your
teachings rooted in the Word of God. For in teaching the right thing, you plant seeds of change
that can transform the hardest of hearts and the most desolate of lands.

Lord Jesus, empower me to speak Your truth with boldness and clarity. May my words reflect Your
wisdom and lead others to the transformative power of Your Gospel. Amen.
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Day 3 - Possessing the Right Power

Scripture Verse

Acts 19:11-12 - 'God did extraordinary miracles through Paul so that even handkerchiefs and
aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil
spirits left them.'

Reflection

Prayer

Reflection: The power that flowed through Apostle Paul as he ministered in Ephesus was not born
of human might or wisdom; it was the power of God manifesting through his obedience and faith.
Miracles that defy explanation, signs that point unmistakably to the divine — this is the heritage of
those who follow Christ. In our lives, we encounter moments that demand more than what we
possess in our own strength. Iliness that baffles medicine, despair that drowns hope, and
brokenness that seems beyond repair. In these moments, we are called to lean not on our
understanding but on the power of the Holy Spirit. Reflect on the times when, through prayer and
faith, you witnessed the impossible become possible, the supernatural become reality. Today,
embrace the promise that the same power that raised Christ from the dead dwells in you. As you
go about your day, carry this assurance in your heart, and let it be the source of strength and
boldness as you face the challenges ahead. For in possessing the right power — the power of the
Holy Spirit — we become conduits of God's miraculous work on earth.

Almighty God, fill me anew with Your Holy Spirit. May Your power work through me to bring
healing, deliverance, and hope to those in need. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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