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Sermon Synopsis

This episode of World Impact, filmed on the campus of Oral Roberts University, examines the
spiritual calling of Generation Z, those born after 1995, and their role in shaping a new movement
of worship. Dr. Billy Wilson identifies this generation as the most digitally connected and globally
aware in history, yet one also marked by struggles with comparison, perfectionism, and cultural
pressures intensified by social media. Through conversations with students, the program
highlights both the challenges and the opportunities Gen Z faces, particularly their hunger for
authenticity, purity, and God’s presence in the midst of an uncertain world.

The episode explores how worship for this generation extends beyond traditional settings to
become a way of life. Students describe worship not only in the form of music or Sunday
gatherings but also through prayer, daily devotion, and acts of service. This broader view reflects
Jesus’ teaching to worship “in spirit and in truth,” unconfined by geography or ritual.

To frame this calling biblically, Dr. Wilson introduces the priest Zadok from the reign of King
David. Zadok’s loyalty, purity, and devotion established him as a model of true worship, and his
life is presented as an example for Gen Z to follow. Dr. Wilson emphasizes that authentic worship
requires integrity of heart, warning against the dangers of insincerity through biblical accounts
such as Nadab and Abihu and Ananias and Sapphira, where false worship led to tragic
consequences.

The message concludes by inviting this generation to embrace a lifestyle of worship that is pure,
personal, and passionate. Dr. Wilson affirms that Gen Z is called to serve as a “holy priesthood,”
ministering before God and carrying His presence into every sphere of life. By reclaiming worship
as both devotion and daily practice, this generation can embody faithfulness to Christ and set a
new standard for authentic worship that will influence the Church and the wider world.



Sermon Highlights

e Generation Z is called to be a generation of worshipers who will usher in a new worship
revolution, rooted in purity, passion, and personal devotion to King Jesus.

e Worship must be genuine and pure, avoiding hypocrisy, as authentic worship is
emphasized in Scripture (Psalm 24:3-6; Leviticus 10; Acts 5), where God desires sincere
hearts, not mere outward forms.

e True worship is deeply personal and transcends location—it is worshiping God 'in spirit
and in truth' (John 4:21-24), whether individually or corporately, wherever the believer
is.

e Worship involves the whole person with passion, emotion, and wholehearted
commitment, reflecting life’s surrendered devotion to Jesus, as exemplified by Zadok’s
faithful and passionate priesthood.

e Generation Z’s unique challenges—technological immersion, global crises, and cultural
shifts—make their calling to be ‘spiritual priests’ who intercede, worship, and represent
God critical for advancing His Kingdom in this era.

Scripture Verses

Ecclesiastes 1:4
Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever.

Acts 13:36
For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep and was
buried with his ancestors and his body decayed.

Ezekiel 40:46
These are the sons of Zadok, who are the only Levites who may draw near to the Lord to
minister to Him.

Ezekiel 44:15
But the Levitical priests, who are descendants of Zadok and who guarded my sanctuary
when the Israelites went astray from me, are to come near to minister before me; they
are to stand before me to offer sacrifices of fat and blood, declares the Sovereign Lord.

Psalm 24:3-6
Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? The one
who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false
god. They will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from God their Savior. Such
is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, God of Jacob.

Leviticus 10:1-2 (Reference Context)
Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, brought unauthorized fire before the Lord, which He
had not commanded them, and fire came out from the presence of the Lord and
consumed them, and they died before the Lord.

Psalm 2:11-12 (The Message Version)
Worship God in adoring embrace. Celebrate in trembling awe. Kiss Messiah!
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Luke 22:48
Jesus asked him, 'Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?'

Acts 5:1-11 (Reference Context)
Ananias and Sapphira brought a gift to the church but lied about its worth; as a result,
both died because of their deceit before God.

John 4:19-24
'Sir,' the woman said, 'l can see that you’re a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.'
'Woman,' Jesus replied, 'believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not
know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming
and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.'

Psalm 138:1
| will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; before the 'gods' | will sing your praise.

Ephesians 5:18-20
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit,
speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make
music from your heart to the Lord.

1 Corinthians 14:15
So what shall I do? | will pray with my spirit, but | will also pray with my understanding; |
will sing with my spirit, but | will also sing with my understanding.

Quotes

e "Generation Z is a no-frills generation. They want truth, they want clarity, they want
purpose, authenticity, practical Christianity, and they long for purity and for God's
presence." - Dr. Billy Wilson

e "Inauthentic worship is deadly. Without the heart it is not worship; it is a stage play; acting
a part without being that person is really a hypocrite." - Dr. Billy Wilson

e "Worship is kissing God, it is embracing Jesus and kissing him with all of our heart, in
authentic love toward God." - Dr. Billy Wilson

e "A generation that will intercede, that will go between and that will worship God in a
passionate, pure, and personal way." - Dr. Billy Wilson

o "Worship must be pure, personal, and passionate; it's about you being face to face with
God, loving Him with all of your heart." - Dr. Billy Wilson
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Bible Study

Objectives

e Tounderstand who Generation Z is and their unique calling as a generation of worshipers.

e To explore the life and example of Zadok, a priestly figure who represents purity, loyalty,
and worship passion.

e To grasp the biblical principles of pure, personal, and passionate worship.

e Toreflect on the authenticity and depth of our own worship life.

e To challenge believers to embody and lead a new generation of worship that impacts the
world.

Reading and Reflections

e Ecclesiastes 1:4 (NIV): 'Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains
forever.' Reflect on the enduring nature of God's purposes through generations.

e Psalm 24:3-6 (NIV): Consider the criteria for worshipers who may stand before God—
clean hands, a pure heart, no idols.

e Ezekiel 40:46 and 44:15 (NIV): Study the Zadok priestly line, chosen for purity and
faithfulness in worship.

e John 4:21-24 (NIV): Jesus teaches that true worship is worshiping 'in spirit and truth'—a
worship that is personal and genuine.

e Psalm 138:1 (NIV): The call to praise the Lord with all our heart, expressing worship as full
involvement of our being.

e Acts 5:1-11 (NIV): Ananias and Sapphira’s story as a warning against inauthentic worship.

e Leviticus 10:1-2 (NIV): The danger of offering unauthorized worship to God, as seen in
Nadab and Abihu.

Key Observations

e Generation Z, born after 1995, is a generation immersed in technology but longing for
authentic, practical faith and worship.

e Zadok exemplifies worship that is pure, loyal, and passionate, establishing a new priestly
line—an ideal for today's generation.

e Authentic worship is not about ritual or performance but about the sincerity and integrity
of the heart.

e Worship is not confined to location or style—it's a personal encounter with God 'in spirit
and truth'.

e Passion in worship involves the whole person—heart, mind, emotions, and actions.

e |nauthentic worship brings serious consequences and hinders the work of the Spirit.

e Worship encompasses daily life and service, extending beyond music and church
gatherings.
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Personal Reflections

e Am | worshiping God with a pure heart, or are there idols or distractions stealing my
devotion?

e Dol approach worship as a routine or a genuine encounter with my Savior?

e How personal is my worship? Do | seek face-to-face time with Jesus beyond corporate
settings?

e |s my worship passionate? Do | engage fully with my emotions and express my love for
God openly?

e Am | willing to be loyal to Jesus amid pressures and temptations, like Zadok was to David?

e How can | influence others, especially younger generations, to embrace authentic
worship?

Lessons for Daily Life

o Worship is a lifestyle—every action done unto the Lord can be an act of worship.

e Authenticity in worship reflects our relationship with God and affects our spiritual health.

e Technology can be a tool for worship when used to connect with God and His body.

e Be mindful to avoid the trap of comparison, especially on social media, which diminishes
true worship.

e Commit to regular, personal time with God that strengthens your dedication and passion.

e Encourage and nurture worship in community, recognizing the power of corporate and
individual worship together.

Practical Applications

o Set aside specific daily moments for private worship—prayer, Scripture reading, and
reflection, away from distractions.

e Evaluate your worship involvement: Are your actions and attitude sincere? Adjust where
needed.

e Use technology intentionally—follow Spirit-filled leaders, engage with worship content
that uplifts, and share your testimony.

e Be open to Spirit-led worship, including spontaneity and expressions like singing in the
Spirit or heartfelt prayers.

e Serve in your church or community as worship in action, embracing your role in God’s
kingdom purpose.

e Practice vulnerability in worship by sharing your struggles and triumphs with trusted
believers to deepen authenticity.

Challenges for the Week

e |dentify one idol or distraction hindering your worship and take active steps to surrender
it to God.
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e Engage in a moment of worship in an unusual place (e.g., car, workplace, park) to
experience 'geopersonal’ worship.
e Spend time in prayer asking God to purify your heart and ignite passion in your worship

life.

e Encourage a friend or family member to join you in a time of worship or devotional
reading.

e Practice sincerity by journaling your honest feelings to God, opening your heart without
pretense.

e Reflect nightly on how God's presence affected your day and worship moments.

Further Study

e Study the life of Zadok in 2 Samuel 15-19, 1 Kings 1-2, and 1 Chronicles 6.

o Explore the priesthood in the Old Testament, especially Leviticus chapters 8-10.

e Read John 4:1-42 for Jesus' teaching on true worship.

e Meditate on Psalm 24 and Psalm 138 for understanding worship posture and passion.
e Research the original Greek word 'proskuneo' to deepen understanding of worship.

e Study spiritual gifts related to worship, especially in 1 Corinthians 12-14.

Closing Prayer

Lord, help me to more fully know what worship is — beyond the narrow definition of
particular songs sung in church. Help me to live in such a way that my life is worship.
Remind me that worship is passionate, fierce, and full of joy. As | worship you, please
create in me a clean heart that recognizes your presence in the loud and quiet moments
of each day. Amen.
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Daily Devotionals

Day 1

Scripture Verse

Psalm 24:3-6 (NIV) - "Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his
holy place? The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol
or swear by a false god. They will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from God
their Savior. Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, God of
Jacob."

Reflection

Prayer

Beloved, as we step into this new day, let us fix our eyes on the heart of true worship.
Psalm 24 challenges us to examine our hands and hearts — are they clean and pure before
God? In today's world, it's easy to get swept up in distractions, comparisons, and even
performative acts in worship. But God calls for worship that is authentic, sincere, and
holy. Imagine a musician who plays not just for applause but for the love of the music.
Worship without a heart is like a stage play —empty and lifeless. The sons of Aaron, Nadab
and Abihu, brought unauthorized fire before God and paid with their lives (Leviticus 10).
Their story is a stern warning against worship that is not genuine or sincere. Worship is
more than singing songs or attending church; it is a pure offering of our very selves, our
hearts kneeling before the King. We kiss the Son, as God's Word teaches proskuneo — to
bow, to show reverence, to adore in intimacy. Judas betrayed the Lord with a kiss,
highlighting that inauthentic worship leads to spiritual death. Reflect on your worship life:
Are you offering God the purest heart you can, or is your worship clouded with hypocrisy
or distractions? Do not just go through the motions but truly engage your spirit, your soul,
and your body in worship. Let your heart be a clean altar where God delights to dwell.
Generation Z is called to lead this worship revolution, to bring a new priesthood of
sincerity and holiness. You, too, can be part of this pure generation who seeks God
earnestly and ascends His holy mountain with clean hands and a sincere heart. Like Zadok,
be loyal and righteous, standing firm in truth and passion. Our world desperately needs
worshipers who are authentic, pure, and set apart by their devotion.

Lord, cleanse my heart and hands today. Help me worship You in spirit and truth, with
pure devotion. May my worship be pleasing in Your sight. Amen.
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Day 2

Scripture Verse

John 4:19-24 (NIV) - "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must
worship is in Jerusalem." 'Woman,' Jesus replied, 'believe me, a time is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans
worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the
Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God
is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth."

Reflection

Prayer

Friend, today's devotion invites you into a deeply personal encounter with worship—a
face-to-face meeting with Jesus. The woman at the well thought worship was tied to a
place, a mountain or a city. Jesus shatters that notion and reveals the essence of worship:
it's not geographical but genuinely personal. True worship springs from an intimate
connection with God, in spirit and truth. Imagine a conversation with your closest friend;
distance doesn't hinder your bond because love transcends location. Similarly, whether
you're in a church pew, your bedroom, or your car, worship is about the heart communing
with God. In our fast-paced, tech-saturated world, it’s easy to attend corporate worship
but miss personal worship, or to rely on devices and platforms while neglecting the
private, personal time with Jesus. Generation Z, as digital natives, knows technology well,
but even they hunger for genuine face time with God. Picture worship as a sacred
appointment with your Savior, where distractions fade and only your heart's focus
remains. Zadok, the priest who faithfully worshiped God through upheaval and change,
models this personal devotion. His loyalty wasn’t dependent on surroundings or
circumstances; it was anchored in relationship. How can you cultivate this personal
worship today? Perhaps it’s by setting time to pray, read Scripture, or just sit quietly
before the Lord without interruption. Embrace the Holy Spirit’s leading as He draws you
closer to the Father. Remember Jesus’ words: God seeks those who worship in spirit and
truth. This type of worship transforms us, empowers us, and connects us beyond ritual
into relationship. Will you be among those who dare to step aside from “mountains” and
places, and instead meet God in the deepest chamber of your heart?

Father God, draw me into Your presence today. Teach me to worship You not by location
or form, but in spirit and truth. Let my heart rest fully in You. Amen.
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Day 3

Scripture Verse
Psalm 138:1 (NIV) - "I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; before the 'gods' | will sing
your praise."

Reflection
Dear child of God, as you read this, | urge you to examine the passion that fuels your
worship. Psalm 138 bursts with a heart that declares ending and beginning in praise —
“with all my heart.” This is worship that moves beyond routine to profound devotion.
A.W. Tozer famously said that anyone bored or unimpressed by worship isn’t ready for
heaven. Take that to heart! Worship without passion is like a flame without heat—lifeless
and ineffective. Zadok’s story reminds us that worship is costly, personal, and powerful.
He served with purity, passion, and commitment so fierce he risked everything for loyalty
to God’s king. We are called to that same spirit today. Passionate worship is not only
about worship songs or physical expression; it is total dedication of your mind, emotions,
actions, and relationships to God. It's the energy that propels you to stand unwavering
amid life’s storms, to raise your hands in surrender even when you feel weak, and to
proclaim God’s worth aloud when the world seems indifferent. Imagine a mother
tirelessly caring for a child — that relentless love, that fervent devotion, that is a glimpse
of passionate worship. Think about what stirs your soul the most in your walk with God.
Is it prayer? Serving others? Singing? Let that spark catch fire and blaze in your spirit.
Generation Z stands on the cusp of a worship revolution shaped by passion and
authenticity. This is your moment to rise as a priest of the Lord, a worshiper who moves
heaven’s gates by intimate, fervent devotion. When the 'gods' of distraction and apathy
surround us, your full-hearted praise will shine as a testimony of Christ’s transforming
power. Be that worshiper. Be consumed, be joyful, be relentless. Let your life be a living
sacrament of worship that inspires others into the presence of God. What will your
worship say about the depth of your love for Jesus today?

Prayer
Lord Jesus, ignite a fire in my heart to worship You with passion. Help me love You with
all my heart and live a life of wholehearted devotion. Amen.
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