
 

GenZ – Born for the Storm 

People & Places 

Isaiah 

Sermon Reference 
Isaiah 43:1-2 is cited to affirm God's promise to be with His people through waters and 
fire, symbolizing trials and storms. 

Background Context 
Isaiah is an eminent prophet whose ministry spanned approximately 40 years during the 
8th century BC in the Kingdom of Judah. His prophetic work occurs in a period marked by 
political turmoil, social injustice, and looming threats from powerful empires such as 
Assyria. Isaiah’s writings are characterized by profound messages calling the people to 
repentance, highlighting God’s holiness, sovereignty, and redemptive plan through the 
coming Messiah. 
 
Isaiah 43 is part of a passage often called 'The Book of Comfort', where God assures Israel 
of His protection and deliverance amid dire circumstances. Addressing Jacob and Israel, 
the descendants of the covenant patriarchs, the Lord declares His intimate knowledge of 
and care for His people. The metaphorical language about passing through waters and 
fire represents overwhelming difficulty and testing, yet God promises His sustaining 
presence that will neither overwhelm nor consume them. 
 
Historically and theologically, Isaiah’s messages have shaped Judeo-Christian 
understanding of divine faithfulness amid adversity. His prophecies foretell the coming of 
the Messiah who will establish salvation and justice, linking the hardships of the people 
to the greater covenantal unfolding in biblical history. The reassurance found in Isaiah 43 
speaks powerfully to believers facing their own ‘storms’, offering hope that transcends 
temporal trials.In the context of the sermon, Isaiah’s passage underscores that hardship 
is not a sign of abandonment but an opportunity to experience God’s redeeming grace. 
The reference serves to encourage believers that just as Israel was carried through 
ancient dangers, modern believers can depend on God’s presence to navigate the storms 
of life. Isaiah’s role as a prophet reinforces the continuity of God’s promises from Old 
Testament times to the present. 

Importance in the Bible 
Isaiah stands as a crucial prophetic voice bridging the Old and New Testaments, 
emphasizing God’s judgment and mercy. His writings provide a theological foundation for 
the understanding of the Messiah’s role in salvation and deliverance. Isaiah 43 specifically 



Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson 

reaffirms God's personal relationship with His people and His sovereignty over life’s 
challenges. For believers, this passage is foundational because it reassures that no trial—
no matter how severe—can sever the covenant bond. It emboldens Christians to face 
adversity with confidence in God’s redemptive plan, a theme central to the Christian 
experience. 

Proverbs 

Sermon Reference 
Proverbs is quoted to highlight the importance of true leadership amid societal chaos. 

Background Context 
The Book of Proverbs is part of the wisdom literature of the Old Testament, traditionally 
attributed to King Solomon, though it includes contributions from other wise men. It 
contains concise, pithy statements encouraging moral living, prudence, and the fear of 
the Lord as the foundation of wisdom. Proverbs addresses leadership, justice, personal 
integrity, and social order, presenting practical insights into how to navigate life’s 
complexities. 
 
Proverbs 28:2 speaks to times of national or societal disorder, observing that in such times 
people propose many plans to restore order, but wisdom and understanding in leadership 
are essential to genuinely resolve turmoil. This verse underscores the necessity for 
leaders — individuals endowed not only with authority but also with discernment and 
moral insight—to straighten out chaos, implying that leadership is more than position; it 
requires an understanding heart and wisdom. 
 
Historically, Proverbs has served as a guide for rulers, judges, and everyday people to act 
justly and wisely, reflecting God’s righteous standards. Proverbs functions as a reminder 
that wisdom, not mere strategy or power, is imperative in overcoming difficulties. 

Importance in the Bible 
Proverbs, as a cornerstone of biblical wisdom literature, provides enduring principles for 
righteous living and leadership. For believers today, the book of Proverbs serves as a 
benchmark for recognizing and valuing leadership grounded in divine wisdom, illustrating 
that navigating storms calls for understanding, not just authority. 

Luke (Gospel of) 

Sermon Reference 
Luke 21:11 is cited describing prophetic signs of the last days—earthquakes, famines, 
pestilences, and terrifying events signaling the approaching end. 

Background Context 
The Gospel of Luke is one of the four canonical Gospels, authored by Luke, a physician 
and companion of the Apostle Paul, likely written between 60-85 AD. It presents a 
historical and theological account of Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection, 
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emphasizing God’s salvation as extending to all people, especially the marginalized and 
Gentiles. 
 
Luke 21 records Jesus’ eschatological discourse, often referred to as the Olivet Discourse, 
where Jesus teaches His disciples about future trials and the end of the age. In verse 11, 
He details signs that will precede the end—natural disasters, widespread suffering, and 
cosmic disturbances—highlighting a period characterized by unprecedented turmoil and 
fear. The passage serves both to warn and prepare believers for difficult times ahead. 
 
By embedding these prophetic signs within Jesus’ teaching, Luke underscores the 
certainty of coming tribulation, yet also the faithfulness of God who has sovereign control 
over history. This message resonates with the sermon’s embrace of storms as inevitable 
and as part of a divine plan leading toward ultimate restoration—the new heaven and 
new earth foretold throughout scripture. 

Importance in the Bible 
Luke’s Gospel is indispensable for understanding Jesus’ teachings on God’s kingdom 
purposes amid chaos. Luke 21:11 serves as a sober reminder to recognize the storms 
around them as part of God’s redemptive timeline and to proclaim the gospel boldly even 
amidst adversity. It anchors Christian hope in God’s ultimate victory, reinforcing 
perseverance and courage as vital virtues. 

Matthew (Gospel of) 

Sermon Reference 
Matthew 24 is referenced where Jesus describes the spreading of the gospel before the 
end times, emphasizing mission amid tribulation. 

Background Context 
The Gospel of Matthew, traditionally attributed to the Apostle Matthew, is the first book 
of the New Testament and is commonly dated between 60-90 AD. It focuses on Jesus as 
the promised Messiah and King, fulfilling Old Testament prophecies. Matthew presents 
Jesus’ teachings extensively, including the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
Matthew 24 contains Jesus’ teaching on the signs of the end times given on the Mount of 
Olives. Here, Jesus foretells wars, famines, persecutions, and cosmic disturbances, 
warning His disciples of challenging days ahead. Importantly, He declares that 'this gospel 
of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then 
the end will come' (Matthew 24:14, NIV). This highlights the mission imperative amid the 
storm—the spreading of God's kingdom message before final judgment. 
 
The passage situates Christian mission not as merely optional but as essential during 
tumultuous periods, reinforcing that God’s work continues regardless of worldly chaos. 
This context enriches the sermon’s main theme that believers, including new generations, 
are called to be active witnesses even when surrounded by storms of social and natural 
upheaval.Matthew’s narrative frames the Christian life as one marked by active 
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faithfulness and hope amid suffering and violence, affirming that the presence of storms 
does not negate God’s purposes but rather propels believers into their kingdom 
assignments. 

Importance in the Bible 
Matthew’s Gospel is foundational in portraying Jesus as Messiah and King and in revealing 
the nature of the kingdom of God amidst human history. For believers, it encourages 
endurance and purpose amid storms, knowing their witness fulfills God’s redemptive plan 
and heralds the coming consummation. 

Generation Z (Gen Z) 

Sermon Reference 
Gen Z is described as a generation born after 1995 who have lived through continuous 
storms of terror, natural disasters, and pandemics. 

Background Context 
Generation Z, typically defined as those born from the mid-1990s through the early 2010s, 
represents a demographic cohort that has matured in a world marked by rapid 
technological advancement and significant global challenges. Unlike previous 
generations, Gen Z has been immersed in a context saturated with digital media, global 
connectivity, and immediate exposure to global crises and cultural shifts. 
 
This generation’s formative years have been shaped by a series of unprecedented trials, 
including the terror attacks after 9/11, the rise of global terrorism, school shootings, 
widespread natural disasters fueled by climate change, and successive pandemics such as 
SARS, Ebola, Zika, and most recently COVID-19. These realities have created a continual 
atmosphere of uncertainty and fear, which deeply impact personal and collective 
psyches. 
 
Sociologically, Gen Z is characterized by heightened awareness of social justice issues, 
political engagement, and cultural diversity alongside complex pressures related to 
mental health, economic instability, and shifting moral landscapes. Within the church, 
Gen Z presents both a challenging context and vital opportunity for ministry as they 
navigate these storms while seeking spiritual identity and hope. 

Apostle Paul 

Sermon Reference 
Paul’s journey in a violent storm on a Mediterranean voyage is examined as a paradigm 
of leadership, courage, discernment, peace, decisiveness, resilience, and power. 

Background Context 
The Apostle Paul, originally named Saul of Tarsus, is one of the most influential figures in 
the New Testament and early Christian history. Once a zealous persecutor of Christians, 
he experienced a radical conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), after which he 
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became the foremost missionary and theologian advocating the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the Gentiles. His letters form a significant portion of the New Testament, articulating 
foundational doctrines and practical instructions for Christian living. 
 
Paul’s ministry was marked by frequent hardships, including imprisonments, beatings, 
shipwrecks, and opposition, typifying his description in 2 Corinthians 11:23–28 of 
enduring 'troubles, hardships and distresses.' The voyage referenced in Acts 27-28 
narrates Paul’s journey as a prisoner from Caesarea to Rome, during which his ship 
encounters a catastrophic storm leading to wreckage on the island of Malta. This episode 
demonstrates Paul’s exceptional leadership qualities and unwavering faith amid life-
threatening circumstances. 
 
Throughout this ordeal, Paul displays discernment by predicting disaster, courage inspired 
by divine reassurance, decisiveness in commanding actions for survival, peace rooted in 
trust in God’s sovereignty, resilience following snakebite and hardship, and spiritual 
power through healing the sick on Malta. His experience affirms the biblical principle that 
suffering and testing can result in elevated roles of spiritual leadership and effective 
ministry. 

Importance in the Bible 
Paul is central to the New Testament’s theological framework and mission strategy. His 
writings establish the core of Christian doctrine concerning salvation, grace, and 
sanctification. The storm narrative in Acts 27-28 encapsulates key themes of divine 
providence, spiritual leadership, and endurance. 

Caesarea 

Sermon Reference 
Caesarea is noted as the point of departure for Paul’s storm-filled voyage toward Rome. 

Background Context 
Caesarea Maritima was an ancient port city built by Herod the Great around 22-10 BC on 
the Mediterranean coast of what is now Israel. It functioned as an administrative center 
of Judea under Roman rule, housing the Roman governor and serving as a vital hub for 
commerce, governance, and military operations. With its impressive harbor and 
infrastructure, Caesarea was a strategic gateway between the eastern provinces and 
Rome. 
 
In the New Testament, Caesarea is the setting for several pivotal events in the early 
church and Apostle Paul’s ministry. Notably, Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea for two 
years as the authorities debated his case before sending him to Rome to stand trial (Acts 
23–26). Caesarea was also where Peter received the vision leading to the inclusion of 
Gentiles into the church (Acts 10). 
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Malta 

Sermon Reference 
Malta is the island where Paul and others shipwrecked after the storm and where Paul 
performed healing miracles. 

Background Context 
Malta is an archipelago located in the central Mediterranean Sea, south of Sicily, known 
historically for its strategic maritime position. In ancient times, it was a cultural crossroads 
for the Mediterranean civilizations including the Phoenicians, Romans, and later 
Byzantines. During the first century AD, Malta was under Roman rule and featured 
prominently on major shipping routes, making it a frequent stopover for vessels traveling 
between the eastern provinces and Rome. 
 
In Acts 27-28, Malta gains biblical prominence as the place of Paul’s shipwreck after a 
violent Mediterranean storm. The narrative describes how Paul survived a venomous 
snakebite on Malta, an event that amazed the islanders and convinced many of Paul’s 
divine protection and authority. Subsequently, Paul healed the father of the island’s chief 
official and many others, establishing the groundwork for the gospel on the island. 

Centurion 

Sermon Reference 
The Centurion is the Roman officer who oversaw Paul’s voyage and obeyed Paul’s 
command about staying on the ship for survival. 

Background Context 
A centurion was a professional officer in the Roman army who commanded around a 
hundred soldiers. Centurions were known for their leadership qualities, discipline, and 
experience in managing troops and operations, holding a respected position in Roman 
military hierarchy. In the New Testament, centurions appear in several narratives often 
interacting with Jewish populations and early Christians.The centurion mentioned in Acts 
27 was in charge of transporting the prisoner Paul from Caesarea to Rome. His role was 
dual: both a military leader ensuring the safety and custody of prisoners and an official 
responsible for the well-being of those aboard the ship. 
 
In the storm narrative, the centurion listens to Paul’s discerning warnings and 
authoritative commands, demonstrating willingness to trust Paul's spiritual insight even 
though Paul was a prisoner. This interaction portrays the centurion as a figure capable of 
balancing authoritative military responsibility with openness to divine guidance, which is 
significant in advancing the mission. 

Importance in the Bible 
Centurions in the Bible often symbolize the intersection of Roman imperial power and the 
opening of the gospel to Gentiles. 
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John Wesley 

Sermon Reference 
John Wesley’s experience during a sea storm transitioned from fear to peace following 
exposure to Moravian faith, later catalyzing his spiritual awakening. 

Background Context 
John Wesley was an 18th-century Anglican cleric and theologian who became the primary 
founder of Methodism. His spiritual journey included periods of doubt and fervent 
searching for assurance of salvation. Wesley’s encounter with Moravian believers, 
notably during a sea voyage marked by a storm, significantly impacted his spiritual 
development. 
 
During this storm, Wesley observed the calm faith of Moravians singing hymns in the face 
of danger, contrasting with his own fear and anxiety. This moment highlighted his lack of 
inner peace that came from assurance of salvation. Upon reaching England, Wesley 
experienced his famous Aldersgate conversion, where he felt his 'heart strangely 
warmed,' affirming his faith and assurance in Christ. 
 
Wesley’s experience illustrates a key spiritual principle—that peace amid the storms of 
life derives not from external circumstances but from a transformative relationship with 
God. His subsequent ministry emphasized personal holiness, assurance of salvation, and 
the importance of Christian community. Wesley’s legacy profoundly influenced 
evangelicalism and worldwide missionary efforts.In the sermon, Wesley’s storm 
experience is used to exemplify the necessity of inner peace during external trials. His 
transition from fear to peace serves as a model for believers wrestling with anxiety during 
their own storms, showing that spiritual peace is accessible through faith. 

Sea of Galilee 

Sermon Reference 
The Sea of Galilee is referenced as the setting of a storm where Jesus walks on water and 
Peter steps out in faith before sinking. 

Background Context 
The Sea of Galilee, also known as Lake Tiberias or Lake Kinneret, is a freshwater lake in 
northeastern Israel, approximately 13 miles long and 8 miles wide. It is a region steeped 
in biblical history, lying within the territory where much of Jesus’ earthly ministry took 
place. The surrounding towns feature prominently in the Gospels. 
 
The Sea of Galilee is known for sudden, fierce storms due to its topography and climate, 
creating natural metaphors for life’s turmoil in biblical teaching. Jesus’ walking on the sea 
in the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 14:22-33) is a miraculous demonstration of divine 
authority over nature and a test of faith for Peter, who temporarily walks on water before 
faltering. 
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This episode is pivotal as it reveals Jesus’ sovereignty and personal presence in storms, 
offering a powerful allegory for believers’ relationship with God amid trials. It underscores 
the invitation to step out in faith even in terrifying circumstances, and the grace available 
when fears overwhelm. 

Importance in the Bible 
The Sea of Galilee serves as a recurring geographic and symbolic locale in the Gospels. Its 
storms offer a natural backdrop for Jesus to demonstrate His mastery over creation and 
human fear. The walking-on-water narrative is foundational for understanding Christ’s 
invitation to trust and the dynamics of faith during adversity.  
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